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Report Highlights: 

From August 5, 2023, Japan will begin to strictly require phytosanitary certificates (PC) for a broad 

range of previously exempted agricultural imports. This report aims to provide further details of Japan’s 

new PC requirements. 

 

  



 
   
   
 

 
 

General 

On August 5, 2020, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) revised the 

Ordinance for Enforcement of the Plant Protection Act1, which stipulates quarantine regulations for 

agricultural imports to Japan as well as the list of phytosanitary certificate (PC) exemptions in the 

Article 5-3. As notified in the World Trade Organization (WTO) notification 

(G/SPS/N/JPN/684/Add.1), Japan provided a 3-year transition period for full compliance through 

August 4, 20232 (see JA2020-0171). 

 

Appendix 1 offers guidance on Japan’s PC requirements for different plant product import categories to 

Japan under the revised Ordinance for Enforcement of the Plant Protection Act. FAS Tokyo advises U.S. 

exporters to consult with Japanese quarantine offices through their contracted importers to confirm 

Japan’s import requirements for specific products. 

  

                                                           
1 The Government of Japan last updated the official translation of the Plant Protection Act in 2009 so this translation does not 

reflect revisions since 2009. 

2 Japan published the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Plant Protection Act in the Official Gazette on August 5, 2020 with 

an immediate effect and a 3-year of transition period. 

http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/law/detail/?id=25&vm=04&re=01
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/SPS/NJPN684A1.pdf&Open=True
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/japan-japan-revised-phytosanitary-certificate-requirements-agricultural-products


 
   
   
 

 
 

Appendix 1. Flow charts to determine PC requirements 

A) Non-frozen products 

  

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 1. Is the exported product 

listed in MAFF’s Import 

Prohibited Plants? 

Cannot 

Export 

3. Is the exported product 

intended for planting/ 

cultivation in Japan? 

PC required 

2. Is the exported product 

listed in MAFF’s 

“Plants Subject to Field 

Inspection in Exporting 

Countries” or “Plants 

Subject to Specific 

Phytosanitary Measures 

to be Carried Out in 

Exporting Countries?”? 

Cannot 

Export 

unless meets 

specific 

requirements 

https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table1-2_from_20230401.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table1-2_from_20230401.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table1-2_from_20230401.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2-2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2-2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2-2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2-2_from_20210428.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/pps/j/law/houki/shorei/E_Annexed_Table2-2_from_20210428.html


 
   
   
 

 
 

  

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

6. Is the exported item 

dried and chopped senna 

stem (Cassia acutifolia), 

orange fruits and peels 

(Citrus sinensis) or 

cassava roots (Manihot 

esculenta)? 

PC required 

5. Is the exported product 

log with bark?  
PC required 

4. Is the exported product 

intended for feed, 

fertilizer production or 

use as agricultural 

materials?  

(e.g., coco peat and other 

types of culture medium) 

PC required 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 7. Is the exported product 

dried and crushed or 

smashed orange and 

tamarind fruits 

(Tamarindus indica) or 

cassava roots? 

PC required 

8. Is the exported product 

dried AND listed in the 

Appendix 2 below? 

PC required 

9. Is the exported product 

dried AND compressed, 

chopped, crushed or 

smashed? 

PC NOT 

required 

PC required,  

but confirmation through 

your contracted importer 

is highly recommended. 



 
   
   
 

 
 

B) Frozen products 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treated as unfrozen plants (Go to Appendix 1-A) 

  

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

1. Is the exported product 

frozen shelled walnuts? 
PC required 

2. Is the exported product 

frozen and kept frozen 

(i.e., temperature below -

17.8 degrees Celsius or 0 

degree Fahrenheit)? 

PC NOT 

required 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Appendix 2. List of species and plant parts that require PC under any circumstance 

Pinus pinea      Leaf, branch and bark 

Eucalyptus stuartiana    Leaf, branch, flower and fruit 

Eucalyptus viminalis     Leaf, branch, flower and fruit 

Egoma (Perilla ocymoides)    Seed 

Cacao (Theobroma cacao)    Seed 

Castanea crenata     Chestnut (excluding peeled chestnut) 

Bubinga (Guibourtia pellegriniana)   Bark 

Walnut (Juglans)     Shelled walnut 

Coriander (Coriandrum sativum)   Leaf and seed 

Peruvian pepper (Schinus molle)   Leaf, branch, flower and fruit 

Sesame (Sesamum indicum)    Seed 

Pomegranate (Punica granatum)   Fruit 

Sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana)   Leaf, branch and bark 

Cryptomeria japonica    Fruit 

Rapeseed (Brassica napus ssp. Oleifera)  Seed 

Senna (Cassia acutifolia)    Leaf 

Tamarind (Tamarindus indica)   Fruit 

Castanea mollissima     Chestnut (excluding peeled chestnut) 

Jatropha curcas     Seed 

Black cumin (Nigella sativa)    Seed 

Cyperus rotundus     Leaf and stem 

Pinus maritima     Leaf, branch and bark 

Caraway (Carum carvi)    Seed 

Brazil nut tree (Bertholletia excelsa)  Nut (excluding peeled nut) 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Carthamus tinctorius     Flower and seed 

Ocimum basilicum     Leaf and seed 

Terminalia catappa     Leaf, branch and flower 

Juniperus communis     Fruit 

Common beech (Fagus sylvatica)   Leaf, branch and flower 

Horse radish tree (Moringa oleifera)   Leaf and fruit 

Chenopodiaceae     Seed 

Gramineae      Seed (excluding malt) 

Polygonaceae      Seed 

Amaranthaceae     Seed 

Leguminosae      Seed 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


